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turns Ms egoism to the good of society. It is an
example of the truth that what are called bad mo-
tives are only relatively so, and that the social forces
only need to be directed to render them all good.
For in seeking his own interests the representative of
the people must obey their will. The will of the
people must be good, at least for them. Constitu-
encies have the same nature as representatives or
kings, but whatever they will must be right from
their standpoint. The good consists in the satisfac-
tion of desire, and this can only become bad when it
is secured at the expense of others. But where a
constituency is in question this is not possible except
in very sectional questions which cannot be discussed
here. A fortiori must obedience to the will of a
whole people be right, and therefore the representa-
tive of the people, whatever may be his personal
character, is constrained by his office to do only
what is right. If he fails, another is put in his place.
It is thus that it comes about that representative
governments are essentially benevolent, i.e., they
always wish well for the people, or, as the more com-
mon phrase expresses it, they mean well. And any
one not prejudiced against government must see that,
whatever their faults of the head, they are right at
heart.

Democracy has therefore been a great step forward,
and has practically solved the moral side of the ques-
tion of government. Reform in the future must
come from the mind side, and surely there is great